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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
(or “As | See It!”)

[ won’t repeat the fantastic report that Morris gives in
this issue of the Chirper. Suffice it to say, we miss our
members who are on leave of absence, I extend my
personal kudos to all our members whose efforts made
our 2014 Sweetheart Special memorable to all our
guests (especially to Parker Willey as SHS Chairper-
son, to our caller, Jim Osborne, for serving as Master
of Ceremonies, and to Linda Caywood whose hard
work on the raffle made the difference between profit
and loss on the event!) And Bob Steele: 1 would
never have guessed you were such a romantic! Your
surprise for Lisa with a Valentine’s Day barbershop
quartet was a hit for everyone in attendance at Club on
the 14, It will be hard for any of us gents to top that
act!

However, time marches on and there are a number of
topics for me to address. First of all, I am proud to
announce that we have reserved the Sunnyvale Pres-
byterian Church again for the 2015 Valentine’s Day
Sweetheart Special hoedown. That’s right, our hoe-
down will be on February 14%, Valentine’s Day!
Thank you Char Pitts for securing the reservation. As
early as possible, we will want to focus our publicity
activity to take advantage of the concurrent Valen-
tine’s Day Celebration.

Second, that leads me to my making an appeal for
candidates for the next Executive Board. Parker Wil-
ley (Vice President) and Char Pitts (Publicity) have
indicated that they will not run for a position on the
Executive Board this year. At this point, ] AM the
Nominating Committee for candidates for our Club
elections to be held Eriday, April 11%*. The Club needs
Executive Board officers; the Club cannot function
without good people providing sound decisions on the
direction that the Club will take.

Remember my column last month? “Are You Getting
What You Pay For?’ The Club needs YOUR help to
make sure we do! Please consider what special skills
you can bring to our Executive Board, and approach
ME with your candidacy for President, Vice President,
Treasurer, Secretary or Publicity. *“I am not good at
twisting arms!” (I can get really ugly and confronta-
tional if I have to ‘twist arms’!) If you are not willing
to serve as an officer of the Club, at least tell me when
you will serve as an appointed Chairperson for one of
the other multiple activities that occur over the course
of the Club year. (Remember that the Vice President

of our club is designated as the Chairperson for the
Sweetheart Special Hoedown preparations; however,
he may delegate some of the responsibilities for that
function).

Many older members of the Club (number of years
with the Club and not necessarily age) have served in
one or more positions on the Executive Board. Is it
time for YOU to serve again, or serve anew?

Third, we will be having our Annual Club Picnic and
Reunion at the City of Santa Clara’s Central Park this
year on st, Lloyd Darknell has agreed
to Chair this event (as he has done many times previ-
ously). He deserves your personal thanks for stepping
up to the task of making our picnic and reunion a very
special day. But they (Lloyd and Maxine) will need
help making sure that all Club members (particularly
alumni) are contacted to make them aware of the
event, to decide what sidedishes will be brought (the
club provides the beverages and meat — we will need
BBQ cooks), and to pickup of Club provided supplies.
As I said, “Many hands make for an easier task.”

Okay, I am emotionally ‘twisting your arm’ to do your
part (again, if necessary)! None of the positions are
especially taxing if EVERYONE chips in to do their
part. | would rather extend my hand as a ‘Thank You’
gesture than grabbing for your elbow!

Finally, I cannot overstate the contributions that Jane
Bishop has made to the well being of our Club. She
has been a principal supporter of publicizing our ac-
tivities to the rest of the Silicon Valley square dance
community as well as bringing news of their events to
our attention. She is also a welcome and accomplished
dancer and contributes to fun in the squares she is in!
For these reasons, particularly as an associate publicist
and good friend, your Executive Board chose to sur-
prise her at Club on February 21s* with the honorary
title of “Ambassador for Square Dancing” and with
free guest dancer privileges in perpetuity with the Ka-
tydids.

Sincerely,

Skip

i@comeast.net
408-761-6588

YouTube Video - - ENJOY!!
From The I Love Lucy Show - Square Dancing in

the Tailhance-
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Chirper Chatter...

From her orthopedic surgeon’s orders, Janis Parsons
is taking the month of March off...no dancing. Evi-
dently, her recovery from her bunion operation is not
progressing to his liking. All is not so bad; she has his
permission to return to driving...

Morris Hosoda played senior softball in Palm
Springs Wednesday to Friday, Feb. 12-14, played 5
games and the Director awarded us co-champions. He
vas able to go see the Last Hur-
ah performance of the Palm
spring  Follies on Wednesday
ight. After the last perform-
ince in May, the cast is calling it
|uits, not because of lack of
ittendance or support but be-
:ause the man behind all this,
Rff Markowitz, is retiring.
Morris also attended the An-
drew Brothers musical show at the Annenberg Theater
on Thursday afternoon...

Lisa Steele was surprisec
with a Barbershop Quar
tet singing to her on Val
entine’s Day, Feb. 14,
arranged  surreptitiously
by her hubby, Bob...

I have to share this story of my friend, George Holser,
who died Feb. 10. I met him while working at IBM
and he retired from IBM in 1979 but he retired earlier
from the Air Force. 1 would like to think that I had a
hand in selecting his new passion...square dancing.
He became a caller and enjoyed teaching square danc-
ing in local schools. He was so passionate with
square dancing that he developed into a true Ambas-
sador for square dancing. He was very active during
the period when many were involved in square danc-
ing to get congress to recognize Square Dancing as
our national Folk Dance. He went to Washington, DC
many times to lobby for this cause. His home club
was the Lucky Steppers.

Katydoer Square Dance Class
All of the responsible people waited anxiously for
people to show up on Friday’s opening night of our
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new satellite class being held at the Resurrection Lu-
theran Church which started Feb. 21. The Katydids
staff consisted of teacher/caller Roger Smith, assisted
by Val Patterson and Pat Angotti. Head Angels
Morris and Louise Hosoda was also present. It
seems that Roger, Val and Pat have a strong base of
supporters (or Angels) that show up to help fill in
needed spots.

When the class people started to come in, Morris was
surprised to see that the first 6 class pecople were
women. We had to use several women angels fill the
man’s part. We had 10 angels and 27 class members
and had 4 squares all night long.

On Friday, Feb. 28, we had 5 squares counting the an-
gels. [ do not have the breakdown for this night but
did notice that several new dancers from the previous
Friday did not show up. Roger announced that we
will have one more free night and the fee becomes $5
per night or $15 for 4 nights.

[ would say that the first two nights show signs of en-
couragement but the real test will be when they have
to pay. With the support Roger is getting from his
followers, I would say Katydids are not needed to be
angeling but you are certainly welcome to visit like
Art and Sandy Bruns and Jennifer Steele did last
Friday.

Our 515t Sweetheart Special

It was certainly an exciting time for us when we had to
get ready for our 51t Annual Sweetheart Special Hoe-
down in a new venue, Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church
(comner of Fremont & Hollenbeck). The church was
kind enough to allow us to prepare the rooms begin-
ning at 1 PM. The committee chairpersons and volun-
teers all showed up and were able to decorate and pre-
pare the rooms: stage set-up, valentine décor, raffle
prize tables, registration table, future hoedowns flyers
table, badge table, refreshment room tables and chairs,
serving tables, they were all nicely laid out in a much
more very conveniently arranged building.

Our featured caller, Randy Dibble, arrived at the San
Jose Airport around noon and Roger Smith was kind
enough to meet him and then took him to lunch.
Lloyd and Maxine Darknell made arrangements for
the Randy to stay at their beautiful home Saturday
night and also took them to dinner, breakfast Sunday
moming and to the airport for his return trip home to
Portland, Oregon.

(Continued on page 5)
























